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All that has happened because of choices
that have been made. And I believe the di-
rection that our party has taken has led the
way toward building an American future
where we can go forward together.

That’s the last thing I’ll say. Just look
around the theater on your way out. How
do you want to feel about America? How do
want to feel about American politics? Do you
want to make it lift your eyes and you feel
big and you want to take a deep breath? Or
do you want it to be a mean-spirited, divisive,
demeaning, diminishing experience? I have
tried to give this country a unifying vision.
I have tried to heal the divisions of the coun-
try. I have tried to minimize the sharpness
of the partisan debate. But I am prouder to-
night to be a Democrat than I was 5 years
ago. And I am prouder tonight because I
know things I could never have known before
I became President about the importance of
every single solitary vote in the United States
Senate.

He is a good man, and if you will work
for a year, you’ll make him a Senator.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9 p.m. on the stage
at the Fox Theater. In his remarks, he referred
to Leon and Mary Strauss, owners of the theater.

Joint Statement on U.S.-Kazakhstan
Relations
November 18, 1997

During their November 18, 1997 meeting
in Washington, D.C., Presidents Clinton and
Nazarbayev underscored the special impor-
tance they attach to the close and productive
relationship between the United States and
Kazakhstan.

Deepening this partnership is key to pro-
moting Kazakhstan’s security, independence,
sovereignty, territorial integrity and demo-
cratic development, as well as the stability
and economic prosperity of the region as a
whole.

The two Presidents restated their strong
commitment to the goals set forth in the
‘‘Charter on Democratic Partnership Be-
tween the United States of America and the
Republic of Kazakhstan,’’ signed by the two
Presidents in February 1994. Recognizing

the growing economic and commercial ties
between the two nations, the two Presidents
expressed their strong support for the ‘‘Ac-
tion Program on Economic Partnership,’’
signed in Washington, November 18, 1997,
by President Nazarbayev and Vice President
Gore, in their capacity as co-chairmen of the
U.S.-Kazakhstan Joint Commission.
Kazakhstan’s commitment to accelerate re-
form, as outlined in the Action Program, will
advance the development of a free market
economy and underscores the great potential
benefits of investment in the country’s natu-
ral resources and industrial infrastructure.
The United States is committed to support
economic reform in Kazakhstan through a ro-
bust program of technical assistance and co-
operation.

The two Presidents noted the important
role played by U.S. commercial firms in
Kazakhstan’s economy since 1991. Extensive
U.S. investment in the development and
transport of Kazakhstan’s energy resources
has particularly contributed to the mutual
goal of rapid energy development in the Cas-
pian region.

Presidents Clinton and Nazarbayev agreed
on the need to adopt a Caspian Sea legal
regime that establishes a clear division of
property rights based on the division of sea-
bed resources. The construction of multiple
pipeline routes to export hydrocarbons to
world markets, including pipelines across the
Caspian Sea, will advance economic develop-
ment in Kazakhstan and promote regional
stability and security.

The two Presidents agreed on the need
to strengthen regional cooperation, including
through the establishment of an east-west
Eurasian transport corridor and stronger ef-
forts to resolve the environmental crisis in
the Aral Sea basin.

President Clinton welcomed Kazakhstan’s
efforts to integrate itself into the global econ-
omy and pledged continued U.S. support for
Kazakhstani accession to the World Trade
Organization, on commercial terms generally
applied to newly acceding members.

The two Presidents reviewed Kazakhstan’s
progress towards creating a society based on
democracy, the rule of law and respect for
human rights. President Clinton expressed
strong support for the holding of free and
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fair parliamentary elections in 1999 and pres-
idential elections in 2000, which will serve
as a demonstration of Kazakhstan’s commit-
ment to democratic principles.

Presidents Clinton and Nazarbayev noted
the positive evolution of defense cooperation
between the United States and Kazakhstan,
as well as the continuing progress in
Kazakhstan’s integration into emerging Eu-
ropean security structures, including NATO’s
Partnership for Peace and the Euro-Atlantic
Partnership Council. The successful
CENTRASBAT–97 peacekeeping exercise
that took place in September 1997 is a con-
crete example of cooperation aimed at pro-
moting regional stability. The two Presidents
renewed their commitment to regional secu-
rity cooperation, including enhanced bilat-
eral military-to-military cooperation, as re-
flected in the Defense Cooperation and Mili-
tary Contact Plans for 1998, signed during
President Nazarbayev’s visit.

The two Presidents praised the extensive
U.S.-Kazakhstani cooperation on issues relat-
ed to non-proliferation of nuclear and non-
nuclear weapons. During President
Nazarbayev’s visit to Washington, agree-
ments were signed on Peaceful Nuclear Co-
operation, Defense Cooperation on Counter-
Proliferation, and Long-term Disposition of
Aktau BN–350 Nuclear Material, among
other agreements.

President Clinton welcomed President
Nazarbayev’s firm commitment to prevent
the transfer of technology and materials asso-
ciated with weapons of mass destruction, and
sophisticated military technologies, to coun-
tries that pose a threat to regional and global
security. The United States and Kazakhstan
agreed to establish a regular experts’ dialogue
on non-proliferation issues.

The two Presidents also discussed the seri-
ous threats posed by international terrorism,
narcotics trafficking, and international crimi-
nal activity and committed their governments
to expand cooperation in combating them.

Statement on Signing the
Agriculture, Rural Development,
Food and Drug Administration, and
Related Agencies Appropriations
Act, 1998
November 18, 1997

I am pleased to have signed into law today
H.R. 2160, the ‘‘Agriculture, Rural Develop-
ment, Food and Drug Administration, and
Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 1998.’’

The Act provides $13.6 billion in discre-
tionary budget authority for programs of the
Department of Agriculture and the Food and
Drug Administration. These programs in-
clude the Special Supplemental Feeding
Program for Women, Infants, and Children
(WIC); food safety programs; efforts to re-
duce children’s access to tobacco products;
and various programs to protect and support
rural communities.

The Act provides a total of $35.3 billion
for the Food Stamp program, the Child Nu-
trition program, the Commodity Credit Cor-
poration, and other mandatory programs.

I am disappointed that the Congress failed
to provide the full amount of my requested
increase for the WIC program in order to
reach a full participation level of 7.5 million
women, infants, and children. Full participa-
tion in WIC is one of my highest priorities,
and the funding level that this Act provides
does not assure that we can achieve this goal
in FY 1998.

I am concerned about the provision of this
bill that alters the administration and funding
for research on nutrition programs serving
the poor and disadvantaged. The research
needs of these important programs should
continue to be addressed in the context of
the programs’ administration. I am asking the
Secretary of Agriculture to look into this mat-
ter and to work with the Director of the Of-
fice of Management and Budget on the most
effective approach to address my concerns.

I am pleased, however, that the Act in-
cludes nearly all of my request for the Food
Safety and Inspection Service. The funding
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